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Project 7/2006 – Mechanism of the elevated algal proliferation in inter-tidal 
shrimp ponds (gei wais) of the Mai Po Nature Reserve 

 
 

Purpose 
 
 This paper seeks Members’ advice on funding the captioned 
application for ECF made by the University of Hong Kong. 
 
 
Background 
 
2. The funding requested by this application is $149,544 for the staff cost 
of employing one Research Assistant for 12 months ($129,744); the transportation 
cost ($7,800), the cost of chemical analysis ($11,000) and other consumables 
($1,000).  The project is expected to last for 13 months. 
 
3. The purposes of this project are: 

(1) to conduct an intensive on-site investigation to identify the 
environmental condition(s) responsible for the active algal 
proliferation and elevation of organic contents in gei wais as 
compared with open marine and fresh waters; 

(2) to investigate the potential effect of suspended solids on algal 
growth in gei wais with matrix experiments; and 

(3) to substantiate the role of sediments as a sink-and-source of 
pollutants in association with the water quality of gei wais with 
simulation experiments. 

 
The WWF Hong Kong, the management of the Mai Po Nature Reserve, is the 
co-organising body for the project and would provide on-site technical support to 
the project. 
 
4. The proposal has been examined by the Environmental Protection 
Department (EPD) and the Agriculture, Fisheries & Conservation Department 
(AFCD).  Both departments consider the proposal worthy of support.  EPD 
considers the study carry clear objectives with a reasonable and workable 
programme and budget.  It reveals the issues needed for a better water quality 
management of the tidal ponds in the Ramsar site.  AFCD points out that the 
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proposal would provide information on the mechanism of algal blooming in gei wai 
at Mai Po Nature Reserve. 
 
 
Advice sought 
 
5. Members are invited to advise whether the application for ECF as 
detailed in paragraphs 2 and 3 above should be supported and if supported, the exact 
amount of fund to be approved. 
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